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certain hardness in his nature. In the present instance
this was all the easier, as the Chancellor never bore a
grudge, and could be most amiable when off duty.
Moreover, others, and some of very high position, fared
no better. "I am always frightened when I am obliged
to go up to him," said his Excellency von Thlle to me
one evening.

Alongside the writing desk and its belongings stand
two chairs covered like the sofa, in one of which the
Prince is accustomed to sit on the appearance of a
visitor, while he invites his guest to occupy the other.
At work he uses the oak armchair, with a low open back,
which stands behind the writing table. On his right-
hand side is an etagdre, upon the top of which rests
the bronze figure of a greyhound, and some writing
paper and envelopes, lower down some leather port-
folios with documents, and quite at the bottom four
or five thick folio volumes. On the left of the writer
Is another stand, with some handbooks. On a visit
which I paid to the room In 1873, I found among
these books the thick volumes of the " List of Orders "
from 1862 to 1868, a number of Petermann's " Mit-
theilungen," Marten's " Guide Diplomatique," a collec-
tion of Hymns, " Hymnarium, Bluethen lateinlscher-
Kirchenpoesie " (Halle, 1868), Gottfried Cohn's " Con-
stitution and Procedure of. the British Parliament,"
Joel's "Lessons In the Eussian Language according to
OllendoriFs System," and Schmidt's ".Small Eussian
and German Dictionary." On the green bake cover of
the writing table usually lies a fold of red blotting paper
on which the Chancellor writes. To the right of this
under a glass shade we notice a gilt clock, on which a
painter in Spanish costume sits with a pencil and draw-
ing board. We also observe on the green cloth a plain